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ABSTRACT

This study examines the substantive provisions for the crimes of insult
and defamation occurring through social media platforms and
websites, given the widespread spread of this type of crime, especially
with the rapid technological development, which has resulted in the
emergence of a new type of crime as a result of the incorrect use by
some members of society of social networking sites. Which prompted
the legislator in the United Arab Emirates to confront this type of crime
through Federal Decree Law No. (34) of 2021 regarding combating
cybercrimes. This study aimed to clarify the concept of the crime of
insult and defamation occurring through social media platforms and
websites, and to clarify the legal basis for this. The crime, an
explanation of the moral and physical elements that constitute this
crime, and an explanation of the penalties stipulated by the legislator
in the United Arab Emirates. This study concluded the importance of
continuous awareness of all sectors of society about the danger of
incorrect use of social media, and the necessity of keeping pace with
the tremendous technological development by qualifying security and
legal personnel, and increasing international security cooperation to
prosecute the perpetrators of these crimes, in addition to tightening the
punishment.
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